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®
’s LipiFlow

®
 Treatment for Evaporative Dry Eye  

Debuts in Japanese Market at Minamiaoyama Eye Clinic  

 

Minamiaoyama Eye Clinic Improves Care  

for Its Evaporative Dry Eye Patients with LipiFlow
®

 
 

MORRISVILLE, N.C.—August 8, 2012—TearScience
®
, a privately held medical device company, 

today announced that Dr. Kazuo Tsubota, M.D., PhD. of Japan’s world-renowned Minamiaoyama Eye 

Clinic in central Tokyo has acquired TearScience’s system for assessing and treating evaporative dry 

eye disease.  It is estimated that more than 8 million people in Japan suffer from dry eye.  Japan’s dry eye 

market is estimated at greater than $800 million annually and growing due to the country’s rapidly aging 

population and increased reliance on computers, smart phones and hand-held devices.    

Dr. Tsubota serves as chief surgeon at Tokyo’s Minamiaoyama Eye Clinic as well as a professor and 

chairperson of the Department of Ophthalmology at Keio University School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan.  

He also serves as visiting professor of Department of Ophthalmology, Tokyo Dental College in Chiba, 

Japan.  .  Tsubota is well known throughout the world for his expertise in dry eye, cornea, and refractive 

surgeries.  

Partnering with Dr. Ikuko Toda, M.D., Ph.D. of the Minamiaoyama Eye Clinic, Dr. Tsubota is the first to 

implement LipiFlow
®

 in Japan. 

“The beauty of the TearScience system is that it helps physicians assess and treat a root cause of a 

patient’s dry eye, typically obstructed Meibomian glands,” said Tsubota.  “We are very encouraged by the 

clinical outcomes of this new technology.  And, we are improving the care we provide to a large patient 

population who suffers from this irritating, degenerative disease.” 

TearScience’s system includes three medical devices, the Korb Meibomian Gland Evaluator, the 

LipiView
®
 Ocular Surface Interferometer and the LipiFlow

® 
Thermal Pulsation System.  Evaporative dry 

eye occurs when Meibomian glands in the eyelids become obstructed and do not secrete the oily lipids 

needed to keep the water portion of tears from evaporating too quickly.  The Korb Meibomian Gland 

Evaluator is a handheld device for evaluating Meibomian gland function.  LipiView
® 

provides detailed 

digital images of a dry eye patient’s tear film for the physician to assess the lipid layer while the 

LipiFlow
®
 treats a root cause of evaporative dry eye disease by unblocking obstructed Meibomian 

http://www.tearscience.com/
http://www.tearscience.com/physician/in-officeprocedure/lipid-science/
http://www.tearscience.com/en/products
http://www.tearscience.com/patient/treatment/treat-the-cause/
http://www.lipiflow.com/en/your-doctor-can-treat-the-cause/efficacy/


glands located in the eyelids during an in-office procedure.  The goal of unblocking the glands is to allow 

them to resume their natural production of lipids needed for a healthy tear film. 

“We are gratified to have the interest and support of Dr. Tsubota for the LipiFlow
®
 treatment, given all of 

his expertise in dry eye and ocular surface diseases,” said Doug Pinotti, general manager of Asia Pacific 

and Latin America for TearScience.  “We believe that the LipiFlow
®
 treatment has the power to make a 

very positive impact on the quality of life for evaporative dry eye sufferers.” 

 

About TearScience, Inc. 

Headquartered in Morrisville, North Carolina, TearScience has pioneered devices that provide significant 

clinical improvement in the treatment of evaporative dry eye. Of the millions dry eye sufferers 

worldwide, approximately 86 percent have evaporative dry eye, which is caused by Meibomian Gland 

Dysfunction (MGD) and a lipid deficiency of the eye’s natural tear film. The Tear Film and Ocular 

Surface Society (TFOS) workshop, involving two years of work by 50 leading experts from around the 

world, concluded that MGD is an under-estimated condition and is very likely the most frequent cause of 

dry eye disease. Common symptoms of the disease include eye irritation, dryness, redness, tiredness, and 

visual disturbances. TearScience’s integrated, in-office system enables eye care professionals to 

effectively address a root cause of evaporative dry eye, obstructed Meibomian glands. For additional 

information, visit www.tearscience.com. 
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